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arrists created porcelain miniarures that were then baked into the
bread with the help of several Santa Fe bakeries. Individual breads
conuining the porcelain charms were then sold ar SITE Santa Fe
and other galleries, where the proceeds from the sales went w local

food organizations thar feed the hungry,

Moare recently, in The Armary Show ar the Cenrer for Conrem-

porary Arts. Asle presented The Fev arton Laboratory, a sculp-
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fermentation methods, Viewers were treated o a literal Liboratory
of living food comprised of sauerkraur, kimchi, kombucha, beer
kvass, and rice beer. "It was grear. because on one hand, you have
what s essentially just food, but at the same time, it was this really
beautiful, colortul, formal arrangement thar an arr critic would

worally appreciate,” Wellman recalled enthusiastically.

Ina newly formed collaborative partnership with the Sanm Fe
At Institure (SFAD), Axle invived o handful of artists participating
in SFAL's arvist-in-residence program o submit a proposal special
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Porter Lara, a former pastry chel turned visual artise, was selecred
to realize her projecr, Hake SALIEn:
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Porter Lara ¢ r short stint in the restaurint industry as a

kind of catalyst for the project. As a pastry chef, Porter Lara would

spenid her momings baking, often Anishing her work before the

savory chefs arrived 1o n their dinner prep. “Being a pastry
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siid. Realizing thar by not being present o see people eating and
COpOVINg Ner creations, she was missing o fundamental step in the
creative process and not getding the crucial feedback on how she
might improve her crafi. Deciding her ambitions lay clsewhere
she temporarily hung up her apron for the opportunioe 1o go back

to school to study art

Porter Lara began '-'-III!'{II]!_"_ with clav afrer ||.'11.|,'i|||:_: o Mara
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ters. Unlike many ceramicists who employ the wheel as a priman
mode for quickly and efficiently building wll, cylindrical objects
Porter Lara embraced the ancient Pueblo tradition of hand-build
ing using a repetitive coiling technique. She describes her current
arrwark as a kind of reverse archaeology in which she I.:Iiz.:," into
the present and furure using vools of the past, evident in her black
|

ceramic pieces thar appropriate the form of the plastic warer bot-
tle. Porter Lara was inspired not only by the rechniques associated
with ceramics, but also the contemporary social tssucs that have
made the ubiquirous water bottle a contermporary artifact along

the US-Mexico barder

Immediarely aware of the logistics required 1o safely exhibit
fragile works in the back of a truck that must rourinely drive o
new locations throughour the day, Porver Lara began 1o consider
the idea of |f-::-:l'|:-_[ 4 project that was not anly ._'[-;'~il?::||,'|,| tor Axle's
unigue conhnes, but that would also allow her to |_'1;'|:|||||, the in

tersection of her two passions: art and food
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“Best Burger in New Mexico

USA TODAY
kesmene ind intibioléc free since 2008
Beer and Wine - Happy Hour 4-6pm

Proudly serving Black Angus Beef
from Creekstone Forms

"

1710 Central SW & 5901 Wyoming Blvd NE, Albuquerque
1032 Paseo del Pueblo Sur, Taos
604 N Guadalupe 5t, Santa Fe

5starburgers.com

Delicious decisions,
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“The cool thing about a cookie is that people will do things

o get them,” Porter Lara said. "Homemade cookies are kind of

rare these davs—just like the bake sale.” Hake SAL:Ent was a tem-
porary intervention in which Porter Lara wanted to engage the
public directly. Using art as currency in order 1o question value,
she propositioned the public to make a drawing in exchange for a
cookie, *1 wanted to give people an inviration 1o draw, especially
adults. | was really hoping 1o engage with people who might
not draw on a regular basis or who wouldn’t consider it under
normal circumsrances,” she said. As the pardcipants complered
their drawings, Porter Lara hung them up in the back of the
rruck for others to see, essentially staging an entirely new exhibi-
tion featuring the contributions of her collaborators. Participants
also got another surprise: Porter Lara had baked a simall drawing
into each cookie, 2 token or memento for participants 1o remind

them of their experience.

For Chase-Daniel and Wellman, highlighting food and are as
part of Axle Contemporary’s progtamming is a theme that contin-
wes o surtace in 2016 asan effective way o engage peaple creative-
lv. For example. in January. Rita Bard and Kathrym Davis asked
Santa Fe artists 1o bake cakes thar were given out in eelebration of
Art's Birthday. First proposed in 1963 by French artist Roben Fil-
liow, Art’s Birthday is an annual event recognized worldwide that
celebrates the presence of ant in everyday life. According to the
stary, Filliou suggested that “A million years ago, there was no art,
But ane day, on January seventeenth to be precise, Art was born,”
a declaration that allegedly was commemorated when someone
dropped a sponge into a bucket. Bard and Davis’ special one-day
offering of free cake was the 1.000,053rd anniversary of arc. In
May, Wellman will present his project %iadk-as, a performance plece
in which participants will be tempred with mock racos as a way of

creating conversation around food and economics,

With Axle’s packed programming schedule and desire to creatc
genuinely unique experiences. thelr services are in high demand.
It's really the whole community that makes what we do possible,”
says Chase-Dhaniel, “IF it was just us and our arr, things would have

gatten boring a long time ago.” @
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DUMPLING HOUSE

Hand-made, just for you!

Mondays in Santa Fe
Fridays & Saturdays in ABQ

Imported Groceries, Housewares, Gifts & More
NM's largest, local specialty market.

ABQ: 88 Louisiana Bivd SE SF: 505 Cerrillos Rd
talinmarket.com




